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sates, .and thus leads to eternal peace, can be demon-
strated. For if good fortune so decrees; that a mighty
and enlightened nation can form itself into a republic
(which by its nature must be inclined towards eternal
peace), then this affords a focus for the federative union
of other states, in order, to associate themselves with it
and thus to secure the condition of freedom of the states
in accordance with the idea of international law, and by
means of several unions of this nature to spread itself
gradually further and further.             ,
That a nation says: " There shall be no war among
us; for we want to form ourselves into a state, i. e. set up
for ourselves a supreme legislative, governing and judicial
force which shall settle our disputes peaceably, "is
comprehensible,------If, however, this State says: " There
shall be no war between me and other states, although I
recognise no supreme legislative force which safeguards
my right and the right of which I safeguard, " then it is
not at all comprehensible on what I want to base the
security of my right, if it is not the substitute for the
civil contract of society, namely free federalism, which
reason must necessarily combine with the idea of inter-
national law, if any meaning is to remain in it at all.
In the idea of international law as a right to war,-
there is really no meaning (because it, is to be a right,,
not according to universally valid external laws which
limit the freedom of each individual, but according to
one-sided maxims to determine by force what is right),,,
unless it should be understood; that it serves people who